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Tothe RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The LORDS and COMMONS 


inthe High Court of Paxtiawent 
ASSEMBLED: 


The Humble Petition of the Governour 


and Company of ME RC HANTS of London, 
Trading to the EAST-INDIES. 


Humbly ſhewing, 
if kr whereas by the ſpecial Induſtry and 


great Charges of divers Merchants of Lox- 

don, and others of his Majeſties Subjects, 
the Trade to the Faſt-Indies was begun now Forty 
one years paſt, and hath been ever (1nce continued 
by a Company of all degrees of Perſons in this 
Kingdom, Incorporated under the Royal Char- 
ters of the late Queen Elizabeth, and King James of 
bleſſed and famous Memory, with fuch Priyiledges 
and Immunities as are therein at large cofitained, 
whereby many and ſundry Voyages have been per- 
formed mto thoſe remote Countreyes with good * 
facceſs and great gain, untill of late years ſome 
Diſaſters at Sea, Encounters of Enemies, the undue 


Proceedings and Ations of our profeſſed Friends - . /--: . 
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and-Allies, with-other Interruption, have infinite- 
ly damned the faid Traffique, which otherwiſe 
- mighthave KATIE rown much better;zeven 


as It is by Time and Ind greatly enlarged and 
diſcovered, for a more ample Vent and Conſumpti- 
6n of out Cloath; and other our native Commodi- 
ties; Nevertheleſs, the afore-written Diſaſters, and 
the catrying of Foreign Coins out of this Kingdom 
into the Trdies, have begot ſuch cauſeleſs Com- - 
plaints in the mouths of many his Majeſties Sub- 
j3e&s. of all degrees, and in all Places of the Realm, 
that the Adventurers are thereby much diſcouraged 
to. Tradeany longer under the evil Cenſure of the 
multirude, deſiring nothing more than to obtain 
their private wealth with the publick good. 


- Therefore the Petitioners humbly. pray your Lord- 
 . ſhips and the Honourable Houſe of Commons, to 
take the annexed Articles (or any other) into 
your moſt grave and wiſe Conſideration, that ſo 
_ __ if upon the due examination of the ſame the ſaid 
.. Trade be found unprofitable to the Commons 
wealth, it may be SUPPRESSED. Andif 
otherwiſe, that then it may be SUPPORTED 
AND COUNTE NA N CED BY SOME 
PUBLIQUE DECLARATION for 
the ſatisfaFion of all his Majeſties $ubjeFs, 
and. better Encouragement of the preſent Adven- 
turers, or any others, who thereby might be the 
. © more forward and willing to adventure their 
Sees in a buſineſs of ſuch conſequence, when 
... they ſhall know that it hath obtained ſuch great 

. and honourable Approbation. 
Quaries 
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as Eaſi-Indies, ! 


['\ \ # Hether it doth not much increaſe #/ 


Strength of this Kingdome with Mar"i' | 
| mers, Warlike-Shipping, Ammunitioh, and all n' 
ceſſary Arts-men thereunto belonging. } 


Strength. © 4 1phether it doth not greatly increaſe the gener«- 
Traffick.of this Kingdom,. not onely 8s it is ave. 
ample Trade of it felf, - between Englandaxud kl 
: Indies, but alſo as it is an ample Staple or Mag. 
zine of many rich Indian Wares, to fend fre, 
hence into other foreign Conntreys. * . 


"Whether it doth not increaſe the general Stock a: 
| IWealth of the Kingdom. 


| Whether it be not a Means to ſave the particui. 

SubjeFs much Money yearly in their ordinary E:; 

——_ por all the ſorts of Indian wares. | 

wealth, 4 whether it doth not much increaſe his Majeſt' 
Cuſtomes and Impoſts in the yearly Kevenue. 


[whether it be not a good Means to improve | 
price of Lands, Woolls, Tynn, Iron, Lead, « ; | 
| other the native commodities of this Kingdom. 


k 4 4 
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er the, King. . and. Kingdome ( alſo ) have 
M2 ; q en : much by this Trade, even 11 theſe late 
2 \Þ 4 rous times, when the Adventurers have loſt 
great matters. 


[1 "RR " "þa. wok a mean; greatly to weaken the 
a et N and his SubjeFs, and to 
7 


r Treaſure. 


+ | 'HOLLANDERS. ſwelling Greatneſs by Trade, 
butt keep them from being abſolute Lords of the 
' "Seas, if they may drive us out of this rich Traffique, 
«s they have long endeavoured to perform. . _ 


30 Ef —I5= it the not the beſt Means we have to increaſe 
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Treaſure or. uy of this Kingdom. 
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 R Whether it be mot an honour ſuitable to the Majeſty 
of ſo great a King and Aihprtge 
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Thoſe RE AS ” N $ which the ; 


Governour and Company of 


Merchants of LONDON, Trading to the 
EAST-INDIEsS,' do make upon the 
YUAMRIES that' are annexed unto | 
their Petition, exhibited tothe Right 
Honourable the LOR DS and 
COMMONS in the High | 
Court. of PARLIAMENT | 
' Aſſembled. 


And Firſt, . 
WV ther it doth not much increaſe the frength Strength. : 


of the Kingdom with Mariners, Warlike 
Shipping, Ammunition, and all Neceſſary Arts- 
men thereunto belonging. 


Whether 
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Whether it doth not greatly increaſe the General 

. . | Trefſique of the Kingdome, not onely as it is 

e very ample Trade of it ſelf between England 

- exd the "Indies; but alſo as it is an ample 

Staple or Magazine of waxy rich Indian Wares 

to ſend from hence into other Foreign Conn« 
er,” 4 


>, paſt, when we'had War with 'the Portu- 
* zalt, did employ Fifteen thouſand Tuns 
. > of Shipping all at once, cither going or 
coming, Or Trading there from Port to Port ; 
but ſince (upon gaod.cxperience) we find that fo 
great a dah 15 neither neceſſary for our defence ; 
nor comperteble by the Benefit of the Traffique, 
untill ſome further Diſcoveries may be made in 
China, or elſewhere, as is hoped : Nevertheleſs, 
( according to the: preſent times) there may be 
imployed and maintained Eight thouſand Tuns 
.O t and warlike Shipping, beſides two thou. 
ſand Tuns more here in the Kingdome conti- 


nually repayring for the next ſupply of thoſe 


'F' E Trade to the Faſt-Indies ſome few years 


£ 


* V OY ages, \ . . 
, $25 7 - #,4 4 4 " _ q þ 1 
Ss , ” - we " F 
k L % Y e " 


This 


the Eaſt-India Company 


T His Trade as it is thus great init ſelf; ſo doth it yet 
; further enlarge our Traftique and ftrength, by fur: 
niſhing this Kingdom with all ſorts of 1ndiar 
Wares, not onely for our own uſe, but more eſpecially for 
the neceflary wants of Forreign Nations, which hath great- 
ly encreaſed the number of our Warlike Ships, to export 
them ſrom hence into Turks, 1taly, the Eaſt Countries, and 
other places : For proof whereof we initance ſome former- 
times, when we have brought into England above eight 
thouſand baggs of Pepper from the [nates in one Year (and 
may do ſo again if the Trade ſubſiit,) Where this King- 
dom doth not conſume above one thouſand and three hun- 
dred baggs per annum at the moſt; So the reſt are Tranſpor- 
ted into Forraign Countries: And the like may be ſaid for 
Callicoes, Indigo, and ſome other Indian Wares. | 


F, v which Additions of Shipping unto our former 
{trength by Sea before this Trade began, do imploy 
many of His Majeities Subjects in ſundry Arts to build and 
repair the ſaid Ships, together with the making of Ord- 
nance, Muskets, Powder, Shot, Swords, Pikes, Cor- 
dage, Canvas, and other neceſſary Amunitions and Provi- 
ſions thereunto belonging ; beſides a multitude of Mariners, 
whereof many of them are Shipped from hence, Land- 
men, or ſuch as werenot formerly uſed to the Seas, but are 
bred and made good Mariners by theſe Voyages, which 
otherwiſe at home (being- without Arts or maintenance ) 
are a heavy burthen to their Friends and Country, 


ND if it be Objeted, that this great encreaſe of 
Shipping which is here declared, is not always in the 
Kingdom upon Occaſion of Service, the Anſwer is. That 
peither are the Ships of any other Merchants here at home, 
but ſome are:going, ſome are coming, and ever the leaft 
partarein the Kingdom; yet ſtill whereſoever they are,His 


Majeſties Subjects have by them their imployment and 
B mainte- 
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maintenance, and the Kingdom as well as the Es f-"Jdin 
Company have had their Service : For how famous are their 
exploits in all Nations? How ma og Carracksihave they 
ſunk and ſpoyled? How many aſlaults of Spaniſh Gallions 
have they withſtood and foyled? What ſlaughter of their 
Souldiers, ſack of their Towns, ſubverſion of their Trades, 
and ſuch like Honourable Actions have they. performed ? 
And all with little loſs of Ships or Men ? It warkbeiqaic a 
large Diſcourſe, to declare the particulars; Neither doth 
the Z«f-india Company commonly. want two thouſand 
Tuns of Shipping or more here in the Kitrigdom, whichare 
either ia building or repairing, together with all their Ord- 
nance and other Warlike Furniture, beſides their Store- 
Houſes and Dock+yards, plentifully provided with Tim- 
. ber, Planck, Cordage,. Powder, Shot, and many other ne- 
cefſary Ammunitions both for themſelves, and often-times 
to help others with ſuch Proviſions as cannot elſewhere be 
found for money in this Kingdom, 


Here is yet one common: ObjeCtion,but it is ſo weak 

| thar it. ſcarce deſerves an Anſwer, which is, that 

: this Eaf-India Trade deſtroys our Shipping and 
Mariners, when clean contrary to this we have already 
ſhewed the great encreaſe of both; and if Men dye in rheſe 
long Voyages, and Ships by length of time be laid wp, ei- 
hereor in the Indies, yet what's all this but Natures 
rſe? And that which happens here at home in our neareſt 
Trades, although with far leſsnoyſe and. notice : How ma- 
. ny brave Commanders have we bred from mean depree ? 
(whereof divers are ſtillinour Service) ſorhcat this preſent 
are found worthy of places in His Majeities Navy, 
others (being grown Rich ) doeither keepat home, or fol- 
low ihorter Yoyigesz bur leaving theſe Advantages, we do 
Anſwer all with this, That whatſoever is pretended in the 
decay of Shipping, or-death of Men, yet notwithſtandin 
theKingdom, by this Trade hath obtained no'leſs incre 
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or 
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or Clcar addition both of the one and the other, which cor* 
tinually ſubſiſt and Are in Action, than is before declarcd. 


Whether it doth not increaſe the general flock and 
wealth of the Kingdom. 

Whether it be not a means to ſave the particular Sub- 
jets much money yearly in their ordinary expences up- 
on all forts of Indian Wares. 

Whether it doth not much increaſe His Majeſties 
Cuſtoms and Impoſis in the yearly Revenne, 


IWhether it is not a good means to improve the price Wealth, 


of Lands, Wools, Tin, Fron, Lead, ard other the 
Nitive Commodities of this Kingdom. 

Whether the King and the Kingdom (alſo) have not 
gotten much by this Trade, even in this late diſaſtrous 
times, when the Adventurers have loſt great mat- 


Fers. 


HEE we have five Qzeres which mult be all proved ſe- 
verally ; the firſt is general, wherein we mutt conſi- 
der how the whole Kingdom may be inriched by our Com- 
merce with ſtrangers, the which to perform, although it 
hath one and the ſame Rule in a!l the particular places of the 
Trade, yet is not every 'Country alike profitable to this 


Common-wealth, for the remoteſt Traffique is always moſt The places of 


beneficial to the publick Stock, the Example may be fra- 


med thus. Suppoſe we therefore, that Pepper were ct moſt profi 
ſtantly worth 2 ſhillings the pound here in England, if we ble tothe 
ſhould then fetch the ſam: from-Holland, the Merchant may Common- 


pay there to the ſtranger twenty pence the pound out of this 
Kingdoms ſtock, and gain well by the bargain; but if he 
fetch this Pepper from the Eaſt-Indies, be cannot give there 
above five pence the pound at the moſt to obtain the like 
gain, when all charges are conſidered; which-doth —_ 

B 2 catly 
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ently ſhewthe great Advantage we have to buy our wares in 
thoſe Remote: Countries, not” onel y :fot;:that.part ;alone 
which we ſpend and conſume, bur eſpecially for that great 
Jpearty which from hence. we Tranſpott yearly -into'other 

ountries to beſold at higher Price thanit-is worth here ia. 


b England ; Whereby it is plain, thai we makea far greater 
re 4a wt pain open cheſc Tndiet ComMddiiies, ns thoſe 
the Stock Nations da Where they grow'; and td hon they properly. 
pf other Nati- uppertain, as being the Nator#hwwedlth of their Tountiics + 
_ Neitherys.thelf Icſs Honour and:Judgmentby getting Rich- 
es in this manner,- upon the, Stock of dtherNations, then 
., by. an induſtrious. increaſe.of our, own, means, eſpecially 
' whenthis latter is adyanced by the benchit of-zhe former, as 
Wehavels ndin"the Exft-Tndies by Sale of much of our 
oth ang Cloth; Lead, andottier Native Commodities” the vent 
ad vemed Whefeof doth daily increaſe in thoſe Countries, which for- 
the Eaſt- merly had no uſe of 'our Wares, . bot for the better. under- 
ſtanding of that. which hath; bgen aid, we:mult.not forger 
to diſtinguiſh between the gain of the Kingdom, and_they 
profit of the Merchant, For although the Kingdom pay 
-diftintion N&VIOT for thiPe per than js beſgroſuppoſed} nor-fot any 
tween the ather Commodity; bought in 0 ld tio more thin The. 
gin of the ſtranger receiyezh-from us for:theſame z{ yes the Merchans:. 
gdom.and pa yeth notonely.thay-price, buzalſorthe.fraight, enfurence,: 
exccedingigreatin theſe.long /Npyages ; | buy yerhelt” 
bo 325214 2i1Ttheſe ip the Bin agCcgunbargputcommutationsamong 
m—_ & Jauriſelyes; .ang ao. privation, of the -publique {tock,. tbey | 
2, 2. &D39MiY tre Kingdom oil ow og Go dh 
 <t;91od 90 3: kg zKA 0 974 JN1GQ 2113 Et IT £ CH Vi2 cis 
. -nowmM0o Ws: Soncerping that whichevaryoparticular Subject : 
411:2034:N Of the. Realm ſaverh inhig Qrdjngry expetce of-/1dign 
Wares, it is manifeſt.that heretofore when we brought-1n- 
co:froam Tuxkie ,. that ſort was ordinarily fold here for." 
even ſhillings. the, pound or-more, which now-we ſell for 
fiygſhillings,the; pound 8nd gnder ;; Pepper'-then ordinaxily - 
Ry -- þ at 
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at three ſhillirigs, and three ſhillings four pence the pound, 
which now is ſold by the Ex/t-Ind:a Company for 18. pence 
the pound, with long timealſo given therewith for payment, 
and ſo likewiſe of divers other wares, but for Cloves, 
Maces, and Nutmegs, they are at-very dear prices, becauſe | 
the Hollanders having expelled our people from the: Iſlands -_ _ 
of the Moluccoes, Banda, and Amboyna, do ſtill keep us by ing of Cloved! 
force from the trade of thoſe Spices : In which wares, when Maces, and. 
we enjoyed the freedom in the /ndies that unto us belong- Nurmegs,ha'; 
eth,we ſold thoſe Spices at low rates : But asthe Dutch have — | 
raiſed the price of theſe Commodities, ſo would they much qc, 7 
more inhaunce them and all other the rich Wares of thoſe 
Countries, if we ſhou'd abandon or be baſely driven from F 
the Trade, | 


T H E next Q»ere needs but little proof, for who can true- 
ly ſay that his Majeſties Cuſtomes and Impoſt are not 
multiplyed, when the Traffique of this Kingdom is ſo much 
encreaſed : onely this we will affirm, that if the Trade to 
the 'Eaſ#- Indies were ſo well encouraged that it might be ef- 
feua'ly followed, it would yearly bring to his Majeſties { 
Coffers much more than now it doth, 

H E next Q«ere concerns the Kingdom neerly, for it is 

no ſmall worth to 4prove- the price of Lands, which 
never hathnor can be dohe, (to the common benefit) but by 
the profperous ſucceſſe of our forraign trade, the Ballance , 
whereof is the onely rheans an1 rule of 'our treaſure : thatis ,F qv; for. 
to ſay, when either by iſſuing out of the Realm yearly a raign trade 
greater value in Wares then we conſume of forraign Com- thetrve rule 
modities we grow rich, or by: ſpending 'more of Strangers E I tree, 
goods than we ſell themof -otir own, we are impoveriſhed ; * 
For+the' firft of theſe tourſes doth bring in the money "7 
which we have, the laſt will carry it away again when we | 
have got'it.-It is a true ſaying that plenty or ſcarfity of mony 
makes all things dear or cheapin a Common-wealth, but it 
is.ncceſfary' to diſtingr.iſh the' ſecming -plenties or _— ; 
nad: 0 rom 
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from that which onely is ſubſtantial and able to perform the 
' work ; For there arc etna -_ _ to procure 
plenty of money into a Ki ra ihort time) which 
do not-therefore inrich, but rather impoverith the ſame, by 
the ſeveral inconveniencies which ever accompany ſuch alte- 
rations. a 


POR, if we ſhould mclt down our Plate into Coyn, 
L- mich tan age ent the Minjoity of fo grete a Eingdow, 
 exceRt incaſes of great extremity, it would cauſe plenty of 
money for a time, yet ſhould we be nothing the richer, but 
rathte this Treaſure being thus altered;-is' made the more 
apter tobe carried out of the Kingdom, if we exceed our 
means by exceſſe in forraign wares, or maintaina War by 
4+ Sea or Land, where we _ not feed and cloath the Souldier, 
 ___ . and ſupply the armics with our own-native proviſions; b 
P which diſorders our Treaſure will ſoon be exhauſted ; for y 
isnot the Merchants exchange by bills that can prevent the 
lealt of theſe evils,' as ſome have ſuppoſed. Again if we 
think to bring in ſtore of money by ing forraign Coynes 
ta paſſe currant here at higher rates then their intrinſick va- 
tue, compared with our ſtandard ; or- by debaſing, or by 
inhay 'our own monies (2s ſome men' have projected) 
all theſe actions bring their ſeveral inconvenicncies, and not- 
able raines, as well to the King, asto his Subjects, of which 
we omit toenlarge, (becauſe it is not much pertinent to our 
EI STE 
| -O m rought into the Kealm, yet 
| webe dabing the richer, neither can fuch mt a2 
(fo gotten) 
geror the 


remein'withus, for, whether it be the ſtran- 
iſh. Merchant that brings in this money, it 
Ie. « valuable conſideration, either ſor 
wares carried out z or afterto be exported, which 
helps us nothing except the evil occaſions of excefſe or Wat 
aforenamed be removed, which will exhauſt our treaſure ; for 
otherwiſe, the moncy that one rnan bringeth in for gain, a- 


= nother 
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nother ſhall be forced to carry out for neceſſity, becauſe there 
ſhall ever be a neceſſity to ballance our account with Stran- 
gers, although it ſhould be done with great lofſe upon the 
rate of the money which is exported, and peril or confiſca- 
tions alſo, if it be intercepted by the Law, for neceſſity or 
gain will ever find fome meansto violate ſuch Laws. 


B= if it ſhould be objeRed that the price of our Lands are 
not improved onely by Treaſure gained in our forraign 
Trade, butalſo by a greatincreaſe of people, whether they ,,. __.:.| 
be nat ves or ſtrangers, or both: The anſwer is, that the crea(tof ira: 
firſt of theſe wayes doth perform it tothe (common benefit) gers inhabi- , 
and the latter to the inriching of the Landlords only by a ma- *ing here,do! 
nifeſt impoveriſhing of the Kingdome : For our experience !MPorerift » 
in one particular doth-teach us, that of late years we are ang _- 
grown ſo populous, that we can ſpare no corn to tranſport our poor by | 
into forraigne Countries, but ell it all here to ſerve our own depriving 

wants at dear rates, which formerly when it was much pains + 
c.eaper imployed many ſhips and marriners to export it un- nufaRures, | 
to ſtrangers, ani thereby returned us ſtore of Treaſure, raiſing the 

which great benefit to the Kingdome is now loſt. And as _ _ 
hereby the exportation of our native Commodities is much "44 21;e0 
diminiſhed, ſo our conſumption of forraigne Wares is as | 


much increaſed, which is a double means to impoveriſh this | 
Kingdome. 


He bufineſs then is briefly thus, that as the treaſure 
which is —_ into the Realm by the ballance of our 
forraign trade, is that money which onely doth abide with Treaſure rh 
us, and by which we are inriched, ſo by this plenty of mo- doth remai 
ney thus gotten (ani no otherwiſe) do our lands improve, with wr — 
for when the Merchant hath a good diſpatch beyond the h— —_— 
Seas, -for his.Cloath, and _ vur native _— =o Lands. | 
eſently return to buy up the greater quantity which raiſ- 
= rang Srva of W «phe Sh rams which 
doth improve the Land-lords rents, as the Leaſes _ 
ayy ; 
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dayly-; andalfo by this means money be gained and brought 
more abundantly. into this Kingdom : it doth inable many 
men to buy Lands which mult make them the dearer - but 
if our forraign Trade come to a ſtop or declination by neglect 
at home, or injuries abroad, whereby the Merchants are 


then do all the ſaid benefits ceaſe, and our Lands fall of 

price :dayly.: whereupon we. conclude, that as the flouriſh- 

ingeltate of our general Trade is the only means to make 

our Lands improve, ſo the- particular Trade to the Ea/t-1n- 

dies, is a principal inſtrument therein, becauſe (as we have 

already proved) it hath ſo much increaſed the Traffique of 
this Kingdom. 


FR 4 _ 
Or —m— —— — — — — 


T HE next Q#ere ſeems to be a myſtery which many of 
F ..our Adventurers do not well underſtand, for (ſay they) 
” _-, _ howcantheKingdom gain by this Trade, when we who are 
©,- ., . the, members thereof, have loſt ſo grwouly ? they donot 
+1» .4 welldiſcernthat their private lofſe may be far leſſe in propor- 

tion, then the publick benefit, as we ſhall inſtance ſome cx- 
ample to make the buſineſs plain. 


FT the courſe of forraign Trade, there be three ſorts. or 
degrees of gain, the firſt, that of the Common-wealth, 
which. maybe done when the Merchant (who is principal a- 

ent therein) ſhall looſe. The ſecond is the gain ofthe Mer- 

ant, which he doth. ſometimes juſtly and worthily effect, 
| althoughthe: Common-wealth be a looſer. The third is the 
's ain of! the King,. whereof he is ever certain even when the 
2 -- ”" Commonwealth andthe Merchant ſhall be both loſers, 


—Oncerning the firſt. of theſe, we have already ſufficiently 
Y_. ſhewed the wayes and means whereby the Common- 
wealth may be iariched in the courſe of Trade, by the! bal- 
Ka nce 


impoveriſhed, and ſo the Wares of the Realm leſſe iſſued, - 


\ 
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lance of the ſame, when exceſſes are avoided; therefore it 
is reedlefle here to make any further repetition : only we 
do in this place aftirm,that ſuch happineſs may bein the Com- 
mon-wealth, when the Merchant for his particular ſhall have 
no occaſion to rejoyce. As for example, ſuppoſe the Eajt- 
F#ndia Company thould ſend out one hundred thouſand 
pounds in Wares or money into the Exſt-Indies, and re- 
ceive home for the ſame, the full value of three hundred 
thouſand pounds, hereby itis evident that this part of the 
publick ſtock is trebled, and yet we may boldly fay, that 
which we can well prove, that our ſaid Company of Mer- 
chants ſhall be loſers by ſuch an adventure, if the returns 
be made in Spice, Indico, Callicoes, Benjamin, refined 
Salt-Peter, Cotton yarn, and ſuch other bulkey wares in 
their ſeveral proportions, according to their vent and uſe in 
theſe parts of Errope : for the fraight of ſhipping, the in- 
ſurance of the Adventure, the charges *of Factors abroad, 
and Officers at home, the forbearance of the Stock, his Ma- 
jelties cuſtome and impolts, with other petty charges inci- 
dent, will be above two hundred thouſand pounds, which 
being added to the principal procuceth loſſe, and thus we ſce 
that not onely the Kingdom, but alſo the KIN G may get The King and 
very much, even when the Merchant notwithſtanding ſhall Kingdom maz 
looſe in his proportion, which giveth good occaſion here to 8<t by Tr _ 
conſider how much more the Realm is inriched by this Trade, git. -_ "I 
when all things paſſe ſo happily that the Merchant is a gainer 1gferh, 
alſo,together with the K 1 N G andthis Kingdom. 


_— for the better explaning of that which hath been al- 
ready alledg<d, we mult underitand,that if the ſaid hun- 
dred thouſand pounds ſhould be trebled by the return of ſo 
much Silks and other fine Wares out ofthe Indies. then the 
Merchant likewiſe ſhould receive good gain by ſuch an ad- 
venture ;z and the reaſon is, becauſe this great wealth would 
require but five hundred tunne of ſhipping to lade and bring 


home the ſame, which is but a very ſmall charge in reſpect of 
C four 
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four thouſand tunns of ſhipping, - which would be required 


to lade home the like value in the bulky Commodities of 
Spice and the like, which areafore-written. 


HE ſecond ſort of gainiin the courſe: of Trade is, when 

the Merchant:by his: laudable endeavours may both 
bring'in, and carry out Wares'to his advantage, by buying 
them and ſelling then7to-good profit, whichis the end of his 
lbours: Yet nevertheleſs, the: Common-wealth ſhall de- 
cline -and grow poor by a diforder in the. peole , when 
through pride and other exceſſes they do conſume more for- 
raign Ware in value, than the wealth of the Kingdom can 
ſatisfie,and pay by the exportation-of our own Commodities, 
which is the very quality of anunthrifr, who ſpends beyond 
his means. 


HE third ſort of gainis the Kings, who tsever ſure to 
get by Trade, when both. the Common-wealth and 
the Merchant ſhall loſe ſeverally,as aforc-written ; or joint- 
ly,as it may anddoth ſometimes happen when the Merchants 
ſucceſs 1s bad,and when our Commodities are over-ballanced 
by forraign Wares conſumed, -but if fuch diſorders be not 


prevented, his Majeſty inthe end ſhall be the greateſt loſer, 
whenthis Subjects be impoverithed, 


Safety. Whether it be not a means greatly to weaken the 
King of Spain and his Subje@s, and to exhaiſt their 
Treaſure. 


Whether it be not a means to Connterpoize the Hol- 
landers ſwelling-greatneſs by” Trade, :and to keep 
them from being abſolute Lords of the Seas! if they 
may 
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nay drive ws ont of this rich Traffique, as they hive 
long endeavoured to perform. 


HE ſafety of the Kingdom conſiſts,not onely in it's own 
F ſtrength and wealth, but alſo in the laudable and law- 
ful performance of thoſe thin;s which will weaken and im- 
poverith ſuch powerful Princes, as either are, or may be- 
come our Enemies; Amongſt which we will now rank the 
Spaniard in the firſt place, who being enabled by the power 
of his n45an Treaſure, not onely to keep in ſubjection many 
Soodly States and Provinces 1n /taly, the Low-Countries, 
and elſewhere, (which otherwiſe would ſoon fall from his o- 
beyſance) but alſo by a continuall War taking his advanta- 
ges, doth ſtill enlarge his Dominions,ayming at nothing more 
than the Monarchy,by this plenty of his money, which are the 
very finews of his ſtrength, that lye ſo far diſperſed into ſo 
many Countries, yet hereby united, and his wants ſupply- 
both for War and peace in a plentiful manner from all the 
parts of Chriſtendom, which are therefore partakers of his 
Treaſure by a neceſſity of commerce, Whercin the Spaniſh gpanith Trea- 
policy hath ever indeavouredto prevent all other Nations the ſure is exhau- 
moſt it could ; For, finding Spain to be too poor and bar- ſtcd by a ne- 
ren to ſupply it ſelf and theWw ES7-1ND7 E $, clo 
with thoſe varicties of forreign Wares, whereof they ſtand 
in need, they knew well that when their native Commodi- 
ties come ſhort to this purpoſe, then their montes mult ſerve 
to make up the reckoning;whereupon they found incredible Spaniſh poli- 
advantage by adding the Traffick of the Eaſt-Indies to the cy and profic 
Treaſure ofthe Weſt : For the laſt of theſe being employed, —_ _ 
in the firſt they ſtored themſelves infinitely with rich Wares, 
to barter with all the parts of Chriendom for their Commo- 
dities,and ſo furniſhing their own neceſſities, prevented others 
for carrying away their monies, which in point of State they 
hold leſs dangerous to impart to the remote /n4ians than to 
their neighbour Princes, leaſt it ſhould roo much inable them 
C 2 to 
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| to reſiſt (if not offend) their Enemies : And this Spaniſh po- 
licy agaiaſt others is the more 'remarkable being done like- 
wiſe ſo much to their own advantage ; For, every Royal of 
Eight which they ſent to the Eaft- /ndies ; brought home ſo 
much Wares, as ſaved them the disburſing of ſix Royals 
of Eight herem EV ROPE (atthe leaſt) to their neigh- 
bours ; elpecially in thoſe times when that Trade was onely 
intheir hands : But now this great profit is failed, and the 
miſchief removed by the Engliſh and Durch, who partake 
in thoſe Eaſt-Inaia Trades as amply as the Spaniſh Subjects. 


Tis further to: be conſidered that beſides the diſability of 

- the Spaniard, by their native Commodities to provide 
forreign wares for their neceſſities ( whereby they are forced 
to ſupply their wants with money) they have likewiſe that 
Canker of war, which doth infinitely exhauſt their Treaſure, 
Spaniſh Trea- and diſperſe it into Chr:ftendom, even to their Enemies; part 
ſure is exhau- hy repriſal, but eſpecially through. a neceſſary maiatenance 
ted by War. of thoſe Armies which are compoſed of many {ſtran- 
gere, and-lyeſo far remote that they cannot feed, Cloath, 

or otherwiſe provide them out of their own native means 

and proviſions, but muſt receive this relicf from other 

_ —_ a Nations : which kind of War is far different to that which 
concerning a Prince maketh upon his own confines, or in his Navies by 
Treaſure» Sea, where the ſouldier receiving monies for his wages mult 
every day deliver it out again for his neceſſities, whereby 
. the Treaſure remaines ſtill in the Kingdom, although it be 

exhauſted from the King; but we ſee that the Spaniard (truſt- 

ing in the power of his Treaſure ) undertakes Warres in 
Germanyand other remote places, which wou'd ſoon begger 

the richeit Kingdom in Chriſtendome of all their money, the 

want whereof would preſently diſorder and bring the Ar- 

mies to confuſion, as it fallcth out fometimes with Spain it 

ſelf ( who hath the fountain of money ) when either it is 

ſtopt in the paſſe by the force of their Enemies, or drawn 

out faſter than it flowes by. their own occaſions ; w—_ 

alſo 
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alſo we often ſee that Gold and Silver is ſo ſcarce4n Spain, 
that they are forced to uſe baſe Copper Money, to the great 
confuſion of their Trade in want of Supplies, and not with- 
out the undoing alſo of many of their own Pcople. 


UT now that we have ſeen the Occaſions by which the 
Spaniſh Treaſure is diſperſed into ſo many places of x4, 


the World; it is needful |:l;ewiſe to Ciſcover, how, and In rreafure 
what proportion cachCountry doth partake oftneſe monies: which is e! 
For we fird that Turkie, 2rd divers other Nations have bauſted cit, 


great plenty thereof, althorgh they drive no Trade with 


Spain, which ſcems to contradict the former Reaſon, where all come in * 


we ſay that this Treaſvre is obtained by a neceſſity of Com- 
merce; but to clear this point we mult know, that all Natt- _m 
ons ( who haveno Mines of their own ) arc inriched with , 


Gold and Silver by cne and the ſame means, which ts alrea- gns, 


dy ſhewed to be the ballance of their Forreign Trades, and 
thi is not trictly *ycd to be done in thoſe Countries where 
the Fountain of Treaſure is, but rather with ſuch Ordcr and 
Obſervations 1n tne Trade,and ogaintt excels, as are preſcri-" 
bed : For ſuppoſe Enz/and by Commerce with Spain may 
ret ard bring home five hundred thouſand Ryails of Eight 
Yearly, yet if weloſe as much by our Tradein Turkse,and 
therefore carry the moncy thither, it is not then the Engl:ſh, 
but the Turks who have got this Treaſure : Although 
they have no Trade with Spain, from whence it was firlt 
brought. Again, 1? England having thus loit with Tarkze, 
do notwithitanding gain twice as much by France, Iraly,and 
other Members of her gencral Trade, then will there re- 
main five hundred thouſand Ryals of Eight clear gains by 
the ballance of the ſume ; and this compariton ho!ds ketween 
all other Nations, both for the manner of getting,and the pro- 
portion that is yearly gotten, But yet if a queition ſhould be 
made, whether all Nations get Treaſure, and Spaiz only 
loſe it: We Anſwer no; for ſome Countries by War,or by 
excels 


© ZeRenionffratice of 
excels do loſe that which they had gotten, as well-as Spain 
by War and-witit' of Wares doth'lofe that which was its 
own. 


! A ND fo much ſhall ſuffice to ſhew, that to partake in 

'A the Trade of the Eaſt-Inazes,doth not only weaken the 
Spaniards Navigation,” and ſtrengthenour own; but alſo,to 
impeach him in this rich Trade, doth mightily exhauſt his 
Treaſure, and increaſe our Monies. 


Avingdonewith the Powerful Spaniard, we muſt how 
 fay ſomething of our profeſſed Friends,the Hollander, 
who of late years are become a flouriſhing People, Weal- 
thy anditrong, both by Sea and' Land, by nothing elſe but 


greatneſs Trade; and yet we know that they have little in their own 
rade. ' 


Country wherewithal to Trade; but we muſt not therefore 
imagine, that ſo great a Building is either raiſed, or can 

without aſtrong Foundation, which theſe Induſtrious 
' Men wanting means'in their own Land, do find out Rich 
Mines in His Majeſties Seas; Golden Mines we may term 
them, for ſo the Lords States themſelves do call them, and 
thus alſo in their Publick Proclamations, which they have 
ſet fotth in all occaſions ſor the better preſervation of this 
Fiſhing, a Treaſure it is ( indeed) ineitimable, and an em- 
ployment molt profitable : From hence Originally procceds 
the increaſe and maintenance of their People, their flouriſh- 
ing Arts, their private Wealth, their publick Treaſure, 
the multitude of their Ships which fetch Materials to Build 
Ships, the ſwarms of their ſmall Veſſels which catch Fiſh, 
to lade their great Ships which Trade with Fiſh; the pro- 
cced Wired doth furniſh them with all their wants of For- 
reign Wares, and makes them all Rich in Treaſure ; with 
which Treafure they do alfo enlarge their Trade into all the 
quarters of the World, whereby they are become the Xa- 
gazines for England, France, Spain, Turkie, and _ 
places, 
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places, for Corn, Cordage, Ordnance, Powder , Shot, 

Ships, Wines, Fruits, Canvas, and many others, beſides 

the rich Wares from the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, ſervin 

cach Country according to their ſeverall wants and _ 

ons, In which courſe of Trade, they are not leſſe induſtri- 

ous to ſupplant others ( eſpecially the Engl ) than they 

are careful to ſtrengthen themſelves with more than ordina- 

ry diligence ; for. they know- well, that Trade hath raiſed 

their fortune, and doth feed their Hopes ; We deſire not 

here to aggravate their Actions again{t us in the Eaſt Indies, 

for they are already too well known to all the world, bur 
weerather with patience expect the meanes of our fatis- 

faction and future ſafety ; wherein we doubt not of his Ma- 

jelties molt gracious favours and reſolutions ſo well begun, 

and in ſo good a way to ſettle and ſupport a Trade of ſuch 

great conſequence ;z the which if the Z7o!/anders might ſolely 

enjoy ( as they endeavour ) they would ( by the power there If our Tra 
of ) ſoon make themſelves Malters ( alfo ) of.our other beſt © the Ea 
Trades i ito the S:reizhts, and be the onely Merchants even = pkg 
of our Cloath and othcr native Commodities iato thoſe 1,4 T,a4c 
Countries; as they are already poſſeſſed of rhe Exportation will fall w 
of ( almoſt ) all our Hercings, Pilchards, and New-land it 
Fiſh, to the maintenance of their Shipping and decay of 
ours, which is the more conſiderable, becauſe it may be wi- 
ſhed, that Corn, and Victuals, might be exported, onely 
in Engliſh Shipping , but the Hollanders are diligent ob- 
ſervers of ſuch occaſions as may give them advantage ;. they 
know well how to work their own ends in all places where 
they come ; andas they have infinitely prevailed in the aug- 
mentation of their Trade by the declination of other Nati- 
ons, ſo they aime- at nothing more now than to weaken the 
Engliſh in their Traffick; for We onely are their Corrivals, 
able to keep them from the abſolute Dominion of the Scas, 
wherein we may hope -eyer to prevail, if we looſe not the 
power we poſleſle, and the rich Trades which we have ſo 
well diſcovered. 


Whether 


1 have no 
reaſure but 
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whether it be not the beſt meanes we have to en- 


' creaſe the Treaſure or Money of this Kingdome. 


' THis poſition is ſo contrary tothe common opinion, .that 


it will require ſtrong Arguments, to maintain and 
prove it, before it will be accepted, eſpecially of the mul- 
titude, who bitterly exclaim when they ſee any Monies car- 
ried out of the Realm; affirming thereupon that we have 
abſolutely loſt ſo much Treaſure, being an A againſt 
the long continued Laws of this Kingdom, and that ma- 
ny other places, nay, Span it ſelf (which is the fountain of 
Money) forbids the Exportation thereof, ſome caſes only 
excepted, To all which we might anſwer, that Yenice, 
Florence , Genoa, Savoy, Marcellis, Turkie , the Low- 
Countries, and divers other places permits it, their people 
applaudes it, and find great benefit by it; but- all this 
makes a rioiſe and proves nothing : We muſt - therefore 
come to thoſe reaſons which concern the buſineſſe in que- 
ſtion, | 


Tlrſt therefore, we will take that for granted which none 
will — us, that we have no other meanes to get 
Treaſure,but by Forreign Trade; for Mines we have none 


 whichdo afford it, and how this Money is gottenin the ma - 
naging of our ſaid Trade, we have already ſhewed; that it 


is done By making our Commodities which are Exported, to 


over-ballance in Value the forreign Wares which we conſume ; 
" fothatir reiteth onely toſhew how our monies may be ad- 


ded to our Commodities, and being joyntly exported may 
ſo much the more encreaſe our Treaſure, 


-N D here we will ſuppoſe, that our yearly conſump- 


- 4 3 tionof forreign wares isto the value of twenty hun- 
| &red thouſand pounds, and our exportations t0- exceed 


that 
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that two hundred thouſand pounds, which ſumme we may A neer eſti- 

thereupon affirm is brought to us in Treaſure to ballance mation of our 
the account; but now if we adde three hundred thouſand you _— 
pounds more in ready mony unto our former exportation jmporracions, 
in warcs, what profit can we have (will ſome men ſay) al- as they have 

though by this meanes we ſhould bring in ſo much ready been found by 
money more than we did before, ſeeing that we have carri- good Inquiry. 


cd out the like value, 


O this the anſwer is, that when we have prepared | 

* our exportations of wares, and ſcent out as much 
of every thing as we can {pare or ventabroad; it 

ts'not therefore ſaid, that then we ſhould adde our money 

thereunto to fetch in the more money immediately, Eut ra- 

ther{irſt to inlarge our Trade therewith, by inabl.ng us to 

bring in more forreign wares, which being ſent out again in- 

to the places of their conſume, they will in due time much 

increaſe our Treaſure, for although in this manner we do 

yearly multiply our importations to the maintenance of 

« more ſhipping and Marriners, improvement of his Maje- 

{ties Cuſtomes and other benefits ; yet our conſumption of 

thoſe forreign wares is no more than it was be:ore: ſo that 

all the ſaid increaſe of commodities brought in by the means 

of our ready money ſent out as is afore written, doth in the 

end become an exportation unto -us of a far greater value 

than our ſaid monies were, which is proved by three ſeve« 

rall examplesfollowing. 


Ft we will ſuppoſethat one hundred thouſand pounds 
L ſterling, being ſent in our ſhipping into the Eaſt Coun- 
» tries, will buy there one hundred thouſand quarters of 
wheat clear of all charges aboard the ſhips, which being af- 
ter brought into Englandand houſed, to export the ſame at 


thebeſt time for vent thereof in Spain, or /taly it cannot 
D yield 
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' yeild lefle in thoſe parts than two hundred thouſand pounds, 


"to makethe Merchant but a ſaver, yet by this reckoning we 
- fee the Kingdom hath doubled that Treaſure. 


"Ty p., hour this profit will be far greater when we Trade thus 
' cheEaſt-Indi + , with our money in remote Countries; as for example, 
(in ies propor- if we ſend one hundred thouſ.nd pounds into the Eaft-[ndres, 
bug ., £0 buy Pepper there an4 bring it hither, and from hence ſend 
Means we It for /raly or Turkie, it mult yield five hundred thouſand 
haveto in- pounds at leaſt inthoſe places, .in regard of the exceſhve 
creaſe our charge which the Merchant disburſeth in thoſe long voy- 
Treaſure: agesin ſhipping, wages, victuals, inſurance, intereſt, cu- 
—_ impoits, and no lipe: all which charges notwith- 
anding the King and the Kingdom . And we ma 

7 here obſerve, be as the rublick ——_ forreign Trade 
' 1s the, onely means whereby we gain our Treaſure: So 
this Trade to the Eaſt-Indies (inits proportion) doth far ex- 

cell all others. 


T HEE third Example is, where the Voyages are ſhort, 
andthe Wares Rich, which therefore will not imploy 
much Shipping, the profit to the-Kingdom will be far leſs; 
as-when another hundred thouſand pounds ſhall be imploy- 
edin Tarkze, in raw ſilks, and brought hither to be after 
Tranſported frum hence into . France, the Low-Countries, 
or Germany, the Merchant ſhall have good Lain although he 
ſell it there for one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds : And 
thus, take the Voyages all together in their Medium, the 
ready” monies exported will be returned unto us near treb- 
led, But ifany Man will yet. Object that theſe returns come 
= us in Wares, and not really in Monies,as they were iflued 1 


The 
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E Br E Anſwer is ( keefing our firſt ground ) that is our 
Conſumption of Forreign Wares be no more yearly 
than 1s already ſuppoſed, and that our exportations be (« 
mightily increaſed by this manner of Trading with ready 
money, as is before declared : lt is not then poſſible ( inthe 
courſe of Trade) but that all the over ballance or difference 
ſhould return either in r:-n©y, or in ſuch Wares as we mu!{t 
export again; which, as is already plainly ſhewed, will be 
ſtill a greater means to increaſe our Treaſure - For it is in 
the Stock of a Kingdom, as inthe Eitates of private Men, 
who having ſtore of Wares, do not therefore ſay, that they 
wil not venture out, or Trade with their Money ; ( for this 
were ridiculous ) but do alſo turn that into- wares, where- 
by they-multiply their Money; and ſo by a continual and 
orderly. change of one into the other,grow rich, and when 
they pleaſe, turn-all their Eſtates into Treaſure, for they 
that have- Wares, c:nnot want Money ; and therefore the 
former Objection is not conſiderable : For what begot the. 
Monies which we ſent out, but our Wares ? 


Either is it ſaid, that Money is the Life of Trade, as if 

it could not ſubſiſt or paſs corrant without the ſame ; 

for we know that there was great Trading by way of Com- 
mutation or -Barter, when there was little Money ſtirring 
in the World. The /ralians and ſome other Nacions have 
ſuch Remedies againſt this want, that it can neither decay, 
nor hinder their Trade, for they transfer Bills of Debt, and 
have other ways whereby they aſſign their Credits from one 
to another daily,for very great ſummes, with eaſe and fatis- 


faction: by Writing onely ; whilſt in the mean time, the Money in-- 


Maſs of Treaſure which gave Foundation to thoſe Credits 
is: employed in Forreign- Trade as a Merchandize which 
doth much increaſe their Traffick. It is not therefore the 
keeping of our Money in the Kingdom which makes a quick 
and ample Trade, but the neceſſity and: uſe of our Wares 

D 2 In , 
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in Forrceign Countries, and our want of their Commodities 
whien cavſcth the Vent and Conſumption oa all ſides. 


WV: mult not here forget the*Practice of the Great 
| Duke of Txſcany in his Port of Leghorne, which 
of late years from a poor Town is become a tair City, and 
one of the moit famous places for Trade in Chriſtendom, 
by the reſort of many Nations, but moſt eſpecially by the 
Englifh and Dutch with Merchandize to a very great value 
yearly, and yet it is worthy Obſervation that the multitude 
of Ships and wares which come thither, havelittle or no 
means to make their returns from thence,but onely in ready 
Money, which they may, and do carry away freely at all 
times and without Cuſtom, and ſuch charges to the incre- 
dille Advantage of the faid Duke of Tyſcany and his Sub- 
jets, who are: much inriched by the continual great con- 
courſc-of Merchants, from all the States of the Neighbour 
Princes, - bringing; them plenty-of Money daily to ſupply 
their: wants oft che faid wares, And thus we ſee that the 
Current of Merchandiſe which carries away their Treaſure, 

becomes a flowing ſtream to fill them again in a greater mea- 

fure-wittymoney , 

HE Example of this growing greatneſs hath lately 

= movedthe Duke of Savoy publickly todelare his Prince- 
ly reſolution toall vations afiering them many Priviledges 

and1mmunities, that ſhall come to Trade in his Free Port 

of Vila Franca and eſpecially a Liberty to carry away ready 

monies for all che wares they bring,or other Occaſions: And 

yetwe know that neither in T»/ceny; or Savoy, are any 

' Mines or. Monies morerthanth;y have, and do daily get-by 


+ "Frade;) but they cknow. likewiſe that;-if- we yearly bring 


thend,wares' (althotigh far a very great value) the money 
will ramediatcly; follow, for, ler no Man doubt but that 
money muitievenattend on Merchandiſe, for they go toge- 
ther: /And/it is worthy-the: noting, that thoſe ;Princes are 
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the Eaſt-India Company. 
content to part with their Treaſure, only to enjoy the Trade 
of the wares which are brought them, for which ( to eg- 
courage the Merchant) they take no Cuſtom; whereas we 
by ſending out our money do gain the imployment of our 
Shipping, the Trade of the wares, and the profit of the 
Cultoms, which is a treble benefit, ' 


Here is yet an Objection or two as weak as all the 
reſt; The firſt is, that-if we Trade with our mo- 


ney, weſhall iſue out the leſs wares; asif a man 
ſhould fay, thoſe Countries which heretofore had Occafion 
to conſume our Cloath, Lead, Tin, Iron, Fiſh, and the 
like; ſhallnow make uſe of our Monics in the place of thoſe 
necellaries, which to affirm were moſt abſurd; or that the 
Merchant had not rather carry out wares ( by which there 
is ever ſome gains expected) than to export Money,which 
i5 ſtil] but the ſame without any increaſe. 


B&7 on the contrary there are many 'Countries which 

may yield beau largeand profitable' Traffick for our 
money,that otherwfſe afford us no Tradeatall becauſe they 
have no uſe of Qur wares;. as namely, the Eaſt-Indies for 
one, in the firſt beginning thereof, although ſince by Iadu- 
ſtry in our Commerce with thaſe Nations we have brought 
them into the uſe of much of our Cloath, Lead, and other 
things, which is a good addition to the former vent of our 
Commodities, | 


Gain, ſome Men have alledged, that thoſe Countries 
which permit Money'to becarried out, do it becauſe 
they have feedor no 'watesto Trade withels But we have 
great tore: of Qomniodities;,”! and' therefore their Action 


obpht not to beour Exaniple; 


| O this the Anſwer 'is briefly; That if we have ſuch a 
quantity of wares as doth tully provide uSof all things 
need- 
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We n won.-th point there witl be- no Oc- 
|S = PSs hall be found that the 
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$-and reaſure, and that thoſe diſ- 


ajeſtics Fame into-Perſie,. Zapan, 
China, 


ul, and - many 
Tag there will be 
"are ſo precious and 
and his F pans that ny 
obght to be as wy our pet ay the 
ſtrongeſt Oppoſi tion, - | 


And for Concluſion, the Faſt- do Humbl 
Declare unto your pou and the F y Cogan) Houſe + 
Con:mons, that they bave not made their Petition, and this 
Remonſtrance for their own Private Ends, but for the Pub- 
lick good: And even ſo baving performed their Duties, they 
hope it fhall be their [uſficiens Diſcharge in all future times 
—c the Suppreſſing or Supporting of the ſaid 

rade 


